149. R (&) ling, Spirit, Magic

Equivalents -
spirit, magic wil®

Significs and Stroke Counts

3

simplified = 3 + 4; complex [ 8 + 16

Character Composition

Associative compound. The character comprises [ yiz, “rain,” three 1 kou,
“mouths,” and A& wii, a “sorceress.” The three mouths are in effect raindrops,
and the sorceress is performing a ritual that causes rain.

Explanation

The character originally depicted a sorceress performing a ritual to cause
rain. The extended meanings that this character has taken on include “spirit,”
“mysterious,” “divine,” and “intelligence.”

Combinations

KR (=) chéng ling, Spirit Support (GB-18)

RiE (&g ling dao, Spirit Pathway (HT-4)

RYE (EhE) ling xii, Spirit Ruins (KI-24)

HR () &) ging ling, Green-Blue Spirit (HT-2)

THR (E &) ging ling, Clear Spirit (TB-11)

HRIR [? | arpl) qing ling qudan (alt.), Green-Blue Spirit Spring
(HT-2)

KRR (&) tian ling, Celestial Spirit (NCP)

Wr R () ting ling, Hearing Spirit (NCP)

fiR (= &) wii ling, Five Spirits (NCP)

R (&) ling shii, Magic Pivot (book title)

RIRZ ( FpmAT ) ling shii jing, The Magic Pivot (book title)
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150. 3% (&) lid, Flow
Equivalents "ﬁo
flow

Significs and Stroke Counts j B

simplified ¥ 3+ 10; complex 7 (<) 3(4)+10

Character Composition
Signific-phonetic compound. On the left is the signific ¥ (7K) shui, which
means “water.” On the right is the phonetic ¥ /.

Explanation

The Shué Wén suggests that J# [liz originally meant “rain water from the
roof.” Metonymically, it refers to the “roof gutter.” It came into use for
“streams of downward running water or liquid” in various forms. From the idea
of “swift current,” the meaning expanded to include “smooth” or “sliding.”

Note that in the point name i wen li, Warm Dwelling (LI-7), in the list
below, the tone is changed in the pronunciation, and the character has the
meaning of ¥ (i.e., to stay). In ancient times, there was a great degree of
interchangeability among characters.

Combinations
=Rl ( fgi?-”, ) fi liii, Recover Flow (KI-7)
bttt Q ".h’?‘} ) wén lit, Warm Dwelling (LI-7)

BRIl (™ iEHerf ) xia wen liii, Lower Warm Flow (NCP)

Stroke Sequence
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